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I will give a gentle survey of the theory of repre-
sentation stability, viewed through the lens of its
applications. These applications include: homolog-
ical stability for configuration spaces of manifolds;
understanding the stable (and unstable) homology
of arithmetic lattices; uniform generators for con-
gruence subgroups and congruence subgroups; and
distributional stability for random squarefree polyno-
mials over finite fields.


